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4.2 AESTHETICS 
 
This section evaluates the visual and aesthetic setting of Metropolitan Bakersfield 
and assesses the potential for visual impacts with implementation of the Metropolitan 
Bakersfield General Plan Update.  Where potentially significant impacts are 
identified, General Plan goals and policies are referenced and mitigation measures 
are provided, where necessary, to reduce these impacts to a less than significant 
level. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
Metropolitan Bakersfield includes the City of Bakersfield, its designated sphere of 
influence and contiguous properties located in the unincorporated portions of Kern 
County.  The area covers approximately 408 square miles and is characterized by a 
core of urban and suburban land use types that were developed along the principal 
north-south arterial, of the Central Valley, Highway 99, and the Kern River.  The core 
area is generally surrounded by low intensity agriculture, oil production and open 
spaces in which small communities historically developed as agricultural centers.  In 
recent years, greater development has occurred in the northwest and southwest 
portions of the community. 
 
Metropolitan Bakersfield has developed in response to market pressures, availability 
of land for development and accessibility of that land to transportation systems and 
infrastructure.  Development in the past has occurred in the absence of a strategy or 
program regarding urban design, as well as without concern for open space areas or 
public viewsheds. 
 
Downtown Bakersfield was physically and functionally identifiable as the principal 
center of the southern San Joaquin Valley for many years.  The outward growth of 
development, including mid-rise structures and high activity areas has eroded this 
identity of downtown Bakersfield.  Commercial districts are located along Ming 
Avenue, California Avenue, as well as scattered along major thoroughfares in the 
southwest and northwest.  These districts tend to have limited or no design linkages 
to adjacent buildings or uses.  
 
The community contains several unique and identifiable neighborhoods, including 
Westchester, Old Stockdale, Oleander and other established portions of the 
community.  Distinctive architectural themes have been created in recent residential 
and commercial developments in the southwestern portion of Metropolitan 
Bakersfield through the use of landscaping, signage, and consistent architectural 
design. Aesthetic incompatibilities are noticeable where commercial and residential 
uses are located along major transportation corridors or where commercial and 
residential uses are adjacent to industrial uses without adequate buffers. 
 
While past development may not have been sensitive to the aesthetic value of the 
area, open space resources in Metropolitan Bakersfield, such as large expanses in 
the foothills, the Kern River, and the canals, have been overlooked for their open 
space potential and presently are underutilized for open space areas or recreational 
facilities. 
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There are approximately 221 square miles of designated open space (open space, 
parks and recreation facilities, agriculture and mineral petroleum land uses) in 
Metropolitan Bakersfield (refer to Table 4.1-1, Percentage of Existing Land Uses 
(1990)), representing approximately 58 percent of the total land use acreage.  The 
majority of this open space is devoted to agricultural uses, consisting of both row and 
tree crops, and to large tracts of land devoted to oil explorations.  Non-farm and 
non-oil open space occurs predominately in the floodplain areas along the Kern 
River, with large floodplain areas occurring west of Allen Road; in the steeper hillside 
areas east of Comanche Drive; and along Alfred Harrell Highway. 
 
Metropolitan Bakersfield has been divided into developed urban and rural 
undeveloped areas.  Urban areas include downtown, East Bakersfield, Oildale, urban 
southwest, urban southeast, urban northwest and urban northeast.  The rural areas 
include: rural northwest, rural northeast, rural southeast and rural southwest.  In total 
there are seven urban areas and four rural areas.  The areas are depicted in Exhibit 
4.2-1, Urban and Rural Areas. 
 
Urban Areas 
   
The following is a general description of the Urban Areas: 
 

• Downtown.  Bordered by Highway 99 on the west, Summer Street/Golden 
State Highway/Edison Highway on the north, Union Avenue on the east and 
Brundage Lane on the south.  The downtown contains City and County 
government offices, 2 large hospitals and medical office buildings, numerous 
retail shops and various single-family neighborhoods. 

 
• East Bakersfield.  Bordered by Union Avenue on the west, Niles Street to 

the north, Vineland Road on the East and Brundage Lane on the south.  
Originally the City’s Downtown, East Bakersfield includes the Baker Street 
commercial corridor, several pockets of light industry and single-family 
neighborhoods with some areas of multi-family residences. 

 
• Oildale.  Situated north of the Kern River between Highway 99 and Manor 

Street.  Oildale represents a blend of oil-related industry and small-lot, single-
family residential neighborhoods.  The Meadows Field Airport is also located 
in Oildale.  Local serving and highway commercial land used are located 
along the major arterials.  

 
• Urban Southwest.  Bordered on the north by the Kern River, on the south by 

Pacheco Road and Panama Lane, on the east by Highway 99 and on the 
west by Buena Vista Road.  The majority of this area has been master 
planned and developed with single-family residences and neighborhood 
commercial nodes.  California State University, Bakersfield is located in the 
Southwest Area. 

 
• Urban Southeast.  Bounded by Freeway 58 on the north, Panama Road on 

the south, Highway 99 on the west and Cottonwood Road on the east.  This 
area includes: the Valley Plaza Mall, the Bakersfield Airpark and Casa Loma, 
which has designated by the State as an “Enterprise Zone” in order to create 
jobs, stimulate industrial development and encourage private investment. 
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Insert Exhibit 4.2-1 
Urban and Rural Areas. 
11 x 17 
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• Urban Northwest.  Bounded by Snow and Hageman Roads on the north, 
Renfrow Road on the west, the Kern River on the south, and Highway 99/ 
Roberts Lane on the east.  This area includes: Rosedale, which consists of 
large-lot residences with scattered oil refineries; Green Acres, which also has 
many large-lot residences; and the Fruitvale Oil Field. 

 
• Urban Northeast.  Bordered on the north by the Panorama Drive, on the 

east by the area between Masterson Street and Morning Drive, on the west 
by SR-204/Golden State Avenue and the Kern River, and on the south by 
Sumner/Niles.  This area includes the largely single-family Hillcrest 
community, Bakersfield College and the East Hills Mall. 

 
Rural Areas 
 
The following is a general description of the Rural Areas: 
 

• Rural Southeast.  This area includes the community of Lamont, a large 
sewage treatment site extending from Brundage Lane to Panama Road and 
intensive agriculture land uses. 

 
• Rural Southwest.  This area includes Pumpkin Center and an area adjacent 

to Highway 99 that provides traveler support commercial services.  The area 
also includes extensive agricultural lands beyond Allen Road. 

 
• Rural Northwest.  This area is predominately agricultural land. 
 
• Rural Northeast.  This area features the Rio Bravo Resort, Lake Ming and 

Mesa Marin Raceway. 
 
SCENIC RESOURCES 
 
Exhibit 4.2-2, Scenic Resources, identifies the areas within Metropolitan Bakersfield 
where scenic resources occur.  The resources identified include scenic viewsheds, 
scenic recreational areas, scenic vantage points, scenic views from highways and 
the Kern River corridor.  These resources are located within the Rural Northeast 
and/or Rio Bravo portions of Metropolitan Bakersfield.  The Rural Northeast and Rio 
Bravo areas provide topographical relief, including foothills and bluffs, when 
compared to other areas of the community.  Metropolitan Bakersfield contains little or 
no topographical relief and average slopes range from 0-5 percent.  Slopes 
exceeding 20 percent and elevations exceeding 1,000 feet can be found in the Rural 
Northeast and Rio Bravo areas.  
 
Kern River Corridor 
 
One of the most significant scenic resources in Metropolitan Bakersfield is the Kern 
River.  The River has been described as the single most valuable visual resource in 
the southern San Joaquin Valley.  It provides prime habitat for many forms of wildlife 
that make up part of the visual resource.  Likewise, the river provides the needed 
moisture for riparian vegetation that breaks up the ochre-grey expanse of the 
surrounding grasslands.  The vegetation also produces a vertical relief to the flatness 
of the Valley.  Similarly, the scouring ability of the River has resulted in vertical 
modification of the land. 
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Insert Exhibit 4.2-2 
Scenic Resources 
11 x 17 
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The Kern River Plan Element, prepared under the auspices of both the County and 
the City in 1985, establishes policies aimed at preservation and maintenance of the 
Kern River.  Due to both the size and extent of the Kern River within Metropolitan 
Bakersfield, the River offers the highest potential for the provision of regional 
recreational and open space opportunities. 
 
Scenic Viewsheds  
 
Scenic viewsheds areas within Metropolitan Bakersfield include the following: 
 

• Area east of Lake Ming, north of Highway 178, and west of Rancheria Road.  
This scenic viewshed area is immediately north of the Kern River Corridor. 

 
• Area along Highway 178, east of Miramonte Drive, extending to the eastern 

most limits of Metropolitan Bakersfield.  This scenic viewshed area is 
immediately south of the Kern River Corridor. 

 
Scenic Recreational Areas    
 
Scenic recreational areas within Metropolitan Bakersfield include the following:   
 

• Area near and surrounding Lake Ming.  This scenic recreational area is 
located along the Kern River Corridor and is part of the eastern portion of 
Kern River County Park.   

 
• Area located north of Alfred Harrell Highway at the western end of Kern 

County River Park.  This recreational area is located along the Kern River 
Corridor and near Hart Memorial Park. 

 
Scenic Vantage Points 
 
Scenic vantage points within Metropolitan Bakersfield include the following: 
 

• Along Comanche Drive, south of Highway 178;   
 
• The east-west portion of Alfred Harrell Highway, south of Lake Ming;  
 
• The north-south portion of Alfred Harrell Highway, north of Highway 178; and 
 
• The Highway 178, west of Alfred Harrell Highway; and 
 
• Alfred Harrell Highway eastbound ramp from Panorama/Mt. Vernon. 

 
Views from these scenic vantage points include the Kern River, Lake Ming, creeks, 
foothills, bluffs, riparian areas and urban areas.  

 
Scenic Highways 
 
The County of Kern adopted the Scenic Highways Element in 1974.  In 1992, the 
Element was rescinded and replaced by the County of Kern General Plan Circulation 
Element.  The County of Kern General Plan identifies a system of scenic routes, 
outlines standards, and suggests methods of implementation designed to preserve 
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scenic land.  Upon official designation as a Scenic Highway, a local government 
body may eliminate and/or prevent unsightly development to occur within the corridor 
through a program involving the reasonable exercise of its powers. 
  
There are three highways within Metropolitan Bakersfield that could potentially 
become County-designated scenic routes.  The portions of these three highways 
within Metropolitan Bakersfield  include:  

 
• Bakersfield-Glennville Road, beginning at the junction of James Road and the 

Bakersfield-Glennville Road and extending north to the northern boundary of 
Metropolitan Bakersfield;  

 
• Highway 178 east of Alfred Harrell Highway to the eastern boundary of 

Metropolitan Bakersfield; and 
 
• The Alfred Harrell Highway east of Panorama Drive and extending to 

Highway 178, then continuing south along Comanche Drive to Highway 58. 
 
LIGHT AND GLARE 
 
The affects of light and glare in Metropolitan Bakersfield are primarily attributed to 
land uses and associated infrastructure in the urbanized areas.  Lighting affects are 
associated with lighting along streets, parking lots, building security and light emitting 
from interiors of buildings.  Lighting from vehicle headlights affects both urban and 
rural areas.  Glare affects are associated with various building materials and vehicles 
during the daylight hours.   
 

STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA 
 
In accordance with CEQA, the effects of a project are evaluated to determine if they 
will result in a significant adverse impact on the environment.  An EIR is required to 
focus on these effects and offer mitigation measures to reduce or avoid any 
significant impacts which are identified.  The criteria, or standards, used to determine 
the significance of impacts may vary depending on the nature of the project.  
Aesthetic impacts resulting from the implementation of the Metropolitan Bakersfield 
General Plan Update may be considered significant if they cause any of the following 
results: 

 
• Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista; 
 
• Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, 

rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway; 
 
• Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and 

its surroundings; and/or 
 
• Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect 

day or nighttime views in the area. 
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Based on these standards, the effects of the General Plan Update have been 
categorized as either a “less than significant impact” or a “potentially significant 
impact.”  If a potentially significant impact cannot be reduced to a less than 
significant level through the application of goals, policies, standards or mitigation, it is 
categorized as a significant and unavoidable impact.  The standards used to 
evaluate the significance of aesthetic impacts are often qualitative rather than 
quantitative because appropriate quantitative standards are either not available for 
many types of impacts or are not applicable for some types of projects. 
 

IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 
 
SHORT-TERM AESTHETIC IMPACTS 
 
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 
 

 CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE GENERAL PLAN UPDATE MAY RESULT IN AESTHETIC/VISUAL 
QUALITY IMPACTS. 

 
Level of Significance Before Policies/Mitigation: Potentially Significant Impact. 
 
Impact Analysis:  Construction associated with implementation of the General Plan 
Update may affect views in the vicinity of a construction site.  Graded surfaces, 
construction debris, construction equipment and truck traffic may be visible.  These 
impacts would be short-term and would cease upon project completion.  All new 
development projects would be subject to environmental and design review on a site-
specific, project-by-project basis to ensure visual aesthetic affects are limited to the 
extent possible.  In addition, construction activities would be required to be 
consistent with municipal code requirements and conditions of approval.  Therefore, 
since construction activities would be short-term and subject to site-specific 
requirements set forth by the City and/or County, aesthetic/visual impacts resulting 
from construction activities would be reduced to less than significant levels. 
 
Goals and Policies in the General Plan Update:  There are no applicable goals or 
policies regarding construction activities.  
 
Mitigation Measure: 
 
4.2-1 Construction effects shall be evaluated by the City of Bakersfield and/or 

County of Kern on a site-specific, project-by-project basis and subject to City 
and/or County standards and conditions of approval. 

 
Level of Significance After Policies/Mitigation:  Less Than Significant Impact. 
 
LONG-TERM AESTHETIC IMPACTS 
 
SCENIC VISTAS 
 

 DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATED WITH IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GENERAL 
PLAN MAY ADVERSELY AFFECT SCENIC VIEWSHEDS/VISTAS WITHIN 
METROPOLITAN BAKERSFIELD. 

Level of Significance Before Policies/Mitigation:  Less Than Significant Impact. 



  METROPOLITAN BAKERSFIELD  METROPOLITAN BAKERSFIELD 
  GENERAL PLAN UPDATE EIR 

 

 

 
 

DRAFT  JUNE 2002 4.2-12 Aesthetics 

 
Impact Analysis:  New development in accordance with the General Plan Update 
has the potential to adversely affect viewsheds and/or scenic vistas due to grading 
and placement of structures on previously undeveloped land.  Scenic vistas are 
located solely within the northeast portion of Metropolitan Bakersfield.  The General 
Plan Land Use Element identifies the potential for new development on the periphery 
of urban Bakersfield which would be consistent with designated mixed-use activity 
centers located in the southwest, northwest and northeast.  Future urban land uses 
that would occur within the scenic viewshed areas include low-density, estate, 
suburban and rural residential uses.  These land uses would convert existing 
agricultural and/or vacant land to urbanized uses.  Analyses of topographical 
features indicate that the most significant ridgelines in the northeast portion of 
Metropolitan Bakersfield would not be affected by urban development.  However, the 
proposed urban land uses could potentially alter secondary ridgelines and result in 
undesirable cut and fill grading in areas with considerable topographical relief.   
 
General Plan implementation programs include requirements for proposed 
development projects to undergo environmental and design review on a site-specific, 
project-by-project basis to ensure compliance with code requirements in areas of 
topographical relief.  Applicable requirements include the Hillside Management 
Ordinance that regulates development in areas of excessive slope by minimizing 
visual impacts resulting from grading in hillside areas in northeast Bakersfield.  As a 
result of General Plan Update goals and policies listed below, along with project-
specific environmental and design review by the City and/or County, aesthetic 
impacts to scenic vistas/viewshed impacts are considered less than significant.  
Ministerial projects will undergo site plan review in accordance with the City and 
County Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Through the implementation of the General Plan Update’s Land Use and Open 
Space Elements goals and policies, the visual environment and character of 
Metropolitan Bakersfield would maintain the high level of quality desired by both the 
City and County.   
 
Goals and Policies in the General Plan Update:  The Land Use and Open Space 
Elements contain the following applicable goals and policies:  
 
LU-G-5 Accommodate new development which capitalizes on the 

Planning area’s natural environmental setting, including the Kern 
River and the foothills. 

 
LU-G-6 Accommodate new development that is sensitive to the natural 

environment, and accounts for environmental hazards. 
 
LU-P-47 Allow for the development of a low density “village-like” center in 

the Northeast as a focal point of activity which includes retail 
commercial, professional offices, moderate and high density 
residential, and filtering outwards to lower densities, according to 
the following principles. 

 
a) Attempt to focus on open space amenities; 
 
b) Cluster development to take advantage of views; 
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c) Encourage development to preserve public views of foothill 

topography and sensitive habitats; 
 
d) Provide the opportunity for the development of residential units 

above ground floor commercial; 
 
e) Promote pedestrian activity and use of greenbelt links between 

land uses. 
 
OS-P-1 Promote the establishment, maintenance and protection of the 

Planning areas open space resources, including the following: 
 

a) Conservation of natural resources (refer to Chapter II-Land 
Use, Chapter V-Conservation, and Chapter XII Kern River 
Plan Element).    

  
• Kern River corridor  
• Management of hillsides 

 
b) Managed production of resources 

 
• Agriculture (refer to Chapter V-Conservation Soils and 

Agriculture)   
• Oil production (refer to Chapter V-Conservation Mineral 

Resources) 
 

c) Outdoor recreation 
 

• Parks (refer to Chapter XI-Parks) 
• Kern River corridor (refer to Chapter II-Land Use, Chapter 

V-Conservation, and Chapter XII-Kern River Plan Element) 
 

d) Public health and safety 
 

• Hazard avoidance (refer to Chapter VIII-Safety) 
 
OS-P-2 Development of ridge lines within the Planning area should 

consider natural  topographic constraints. 
 
OS-P-3 Hillside development should exhibit sensitivity and be 

complementary to the natural topography. 
 
OS-P-4 Require the use of grading techniques in hillside areas which 

preserve the form of natural topography and ridge lines. 
 
OS-P-5 Development location and siting should be sensitive to its 

relationship to the Kern River. 
 
OS-P-6 Development on or adjacent to bluff areas should complement the 

natural topographic integrity of such areas. 
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Mitigation Measures:  No mitigation measures beyond the goals, policies and 
implementation identified in the General Plan Update are proposed. 
 
Level of Significance After Policies/Mitigation:  Less Than Significant Impact. 
 
SCENIC RESOURCES 
 

 DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATED WITH IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GENERAL 
PLAN UPDATE COULD AFFECT SCENIC RESOURCES WITHIN 
METROPOLITAN BAKERSFIELD. 

 
Level of Significance Before Policies/Mitigation:  Less Than Significant Impact. 
 
Impact Analysis: Implementation of the General Plan Update would result in an 
increase in the amount of residential and non-residential development in the 
community and therefore alter the existing aesthetic environment.  Specifically, 
implementation of the General Plan Update would result in an intensification of land 
uses in designated areas.  Land use intensification has the potential to alter 
landforms, scenic vantage points, overall character and potentially affect scenic 
resources.  However, many of the outstanding resources (such as the major 
ridgelines in the northeast, scenic recreational areas in Kern County River Park, 
Lake Ming, and the Kern River Corridor) are set aside for preservation or open space 
and, therefore, would not be adversely affected by future growth.  Impacts to scenic 
recreation areas, including the area surrounding Lake Ming, are considered to be 
less than significant because City and County policies and implementation actions 
set forth in the Parks and Recreation Element, Kern River Element and Open Space 
Element promote the establishment, maintenance and protection of open space and 
recreational resources.   
 
Currently, Metropolitan Bakersfield contains several scenic areas located on 
undeveloped and/or vacant land, which allow for unobstructed views.  However, 
several of these scenic vantage points are not located in areas designated for open 
space or preservation land uses, but rather for residential land uses.  Future 
development involving residential land uses around these areas could potentially 
obstruct views.  Impacts to all scenic areas are considered to be less than significant 
because future development would be guided by the City’s and/or County’s policies 
and implementation actions set forth in the Land Use Element, Open Space Element 
and the City/County Hillside Ordinances.  Thus, natural features that provide 
topographical relief to Metropolitan Bakersfield would not be significantly altered by 
future development due to site-specific environmental and design review of 
development plans by City and/or County staff.     
 
Impacts on water courses are also considered to be less than significant because 
City and County policies and implementation actions set forth in the Kern River 
Element and Open Space Element provide for the preservation of the Kern River 
riparian community, and the preservation and/or enhancement of water courses as 
natural open space features.  
 
Development within the visual corridors scenic rights-of-way highways could degrade 
visual quality if appropriate setbacks and rights-of-way are not provided or if 
development obstructs long-range scenic views.  Also, views along these corridors 
could be degraded if landscaping and architectural designs are of poor quality.  The 
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potential for aesthetic impacts along scenic highways from new development is 
considered less than significant based on the anticipated fulfillment of requirements 
set forth for projects by the County of Kern General Plan, specifically the Land Use, 
Open Space, Conservation, and Recreation Element.  The Elements seek to protect 
and enhance scenic areas adjacent to designated scenic routes/highways and 
outline measures to preserve scenic land.  The review of development plans by the 
City would ensure the preservation of visually attractive natural and manmade 
features along Metropolitan Bakersfield’s scenic highway corridors.   
 
Goals and Policies in the General Plan Update:  The Land Use and Open Space 
Elements contain the following applicable goals and policies: 
 
LU-G-3 Accommodate new development which is compatible with and 

complements existing land uses. 
 
LU-G-5 Accommodate new development which capitalizes on the 

Planning area's natural environmental setting, including the Kern 
River and the foothills. 

 
LU-G-6 Accommodate new development that is sensitive to the natural 

environment, and accounts for environmental hazards. 
 
LU-G-7 Establish a built environment which achieves a compatible 

functional and visual relationship among individual buildings and 
sites. 

 
OS-G-1 Conserve and enhance the unique aspects of open space within 

the Planning area. 
 
OS-G-2 Create an integrated system of open space amenities in the 

Planning area. 
 
OS-G-3 Locate and site development to minimize the disruption of open 

space areas. 
 
LU-P-47 Allow for the development of a low density “village-like” center in 

the Northeast as a focal point of activity which includes retail 
commercial, professional offices, moderate and high density 
residential, and filtering outwards to lower densities, according to 
the following principles. 

 
a) Attempt to focus on open space amenities; 
b) Cluster development to take advantage of views; 
c) Encourage development to preserve public views of foothill 

topography and sensitive habitats; 
d) Provide the opportunity for the development of residential units 

above ground floor commercial; 
e) Promote pedestrian activity and use of greenbelt links between 

land uses. 
 
LU-P-68 Capitalize on the Kern River, parks, steep hills, and canals as 

organizational elements for the Bakersfield area, creating activity 
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corridors around which development and recreational uses can be 
focused. 

 
LU-P-71 Encourage landscaping the banks of flood control channels, 

canals, roadways and other public improvements with trees to 
provide a strong visual element in the Planning area. 

 
LU-P-79 Provide for an orderly outward expansion of new “urban” 

development (any commercial, industrial, and residential 
development have a density greater than one unit per acre) so 
that it maintains continuity of existing development, allows for the 
incremental expansion of infrastructure and public services, 
minimizes impacts on natural environmental resources, and 
provides a high quality environment for living and business. 

 
OS-P-1 Promote the establishment, maintenance and protection of the 

Planning areas open space resources, including the following: 
 

a) Conservation of natural resources (refer to Chapter II-Land 
Use, Chapter V-Conservation, and Chapter XII Kern River 
Plan Element).    

  
• Kern River corridor  
• Management of hillsides 

   
b) Managed production of resources. 

 
• Agriculture (refer to Chapter V-Conservation Soils and 

Agriculture)   
• Oil production (refer to Chapter V-Conservation Mineral 

Resources) 
 

c) Outdoor recreation. 
 

• Parks (refer to Chapter XI-Parks) 
• Kern River corridor (refer to Chapter II-Land Use Chapter 

V-Conservation, and Chapter XII-Kern River Plan Element) 
 

d) Public health and safety. 
 

• Hazard avoidance (refer to Chapter VIII-Safety) 
 
OS-P-2 Development of ridgelines within the Planning area should 

consider natural topographic constraints. 
 
OS-P-3 Hillside development should exhibit sensitivity and be 

complementary to the natural topography. 
 
OS-P-4 Require the use of grading techniques in hillside areas that 

preserve the form of natural topography and ridge lines. 
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OS-P-5 Development location and siting should be sensitive to its 
relationship to the Kern River. 

 
OS-P-6 Development on or adjacent to bluff areas should complement the 

natural topographic integrity of such areas. 
 
Mitigation Measures:  No mitigation measures beyond the goals, policies and 
implementation identified in the General Plan Update are proposed. 
 
Level of Significance After Policies/Mitigation: Less than Significant Impact. 
 
VISUAL QUALITY 
 

 DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATED WITH IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GENERAL 
PLAN UPDATE COULD DEGRADE THE VISUAL CHARACTER OR QUALITY 
OF METROPOLITAN BAKERSFIELD. 

 
Level of Significance Before Policies/Mitigation:  Less Than Significant Impact. 
 
Impact Analysis:  The General Plan Update designates areas within the northeast 
portion of Metropolitan Bakersfield as scenic resources.  These resources are 
associated with the Kern River Corridor and elevated natural land features that 
provide topographical relief.  It is recognized that new development projects may 
obstruct views from or to these scenic resources.  In addition to the important scenic 
resources, physical elements such as landscaping, architecture, signs, streets, open 
space, etc., collectively form the Area’s visual environment and character.  New 
projects may create development that is out of scale or character with the 
surrounding urban environment.  However, most new development projects would 
undergo environmental and design review on a site-specific, project-by-project basis 
to ensure visual compatibility and enhancement with the surrounding environment.   
 
Furthermore, strategies are also in place to provide development guidance to the 
downtown area.  These strategies include: increasing the amount of green spaces 
(i.e., parks), expanding the downtown street light and streetscape design, develop a 
center for community activities and outdoor enjoyment, encourage water systems 
(i.e., fountains, pools, ponds, etc.), encourage private courtyards and landscaped 
spaces that provide opportunities for formal and informal land use and activities, and 
develop permanent displays that recognize historical places.  Also, through the 
implementation of the General Plan Update’s Land Use, Conservation, Parks, and 
Open Space Elements goals and policies, the visual environment and character of 
Metropolitan Bakersfield would obtain the high level of quality desired by the City and 
County. Therefore, with the goals policies in the General Plan Update listed below, 
along with project-specific environmental and design review by the City and/or 
County, visual quality impacts are considered to be at a less than significant level. 
 
Goals and Policies in the General Plan Update:  The Land Use and Open Space 
Elements contain the following applicable goals and policies: 
 
LU-G-3 Accommodate new development which is compatible with and 

complements existing land uses. 
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LU-G-5 Accommodate new development which capitalizes on the 
Planning area's natural environmental setting, including the Kern 
River and the foothills. 

 
LU-G-6 Accommodate new development that is sensitive to the natural 

environment, and accounts for environmental hazards. 
 
LU-G-7 Establish a built environment which achieves a compatible 

functional and visual relationship among individual buildings and 
sites. 

 
CON/MR-G-4 Protect land, water, air quality and visual resources from 

environmental damage resulting from mineral and energy 
resource development. 

 
OS-G-1 Conserve and enhance the unique aspects of open space within 

the Planning area. 
 
OS-G-2 Create an integrated system of open space amenities in the 

Planning area. 
 
OS-G-3 Locate and site development to minimize the disruption of open 

space areas. 
 
OS-G-4 Acquire new lands for open space. 
 
OS-G-5 Create 20 major tree-covered corridors that connect to and 

include the Kern River Parkway, safe bikepaths and GET bus 
routes. 

 
OS-G-6 Create greenbelt corridor along the Kern River with increased 

recreational opportunities. 
 
PAR-G-5 Coordinate development of park facilities and trail systems 

throughout the plan area which enhance the centers concept and 
complement unique visual or natural resources. 

 
LU-P-24 Encourage the clustering of commercial development in compact 

areas, rather than extended along streets and highways. 
 
LU-P-25 Provide for infill of commercial land uses to be compatible with the 

scale and character of existing commercial districts and corridors. 
 
LU-P-26 Encourage adjacent commercial uses to be of compatible height, 

setback, color and materials. 
 
LU-P-27 Require that new commercial uses maintain visual compatibility 

with single-family residences in areas designated for historic 
preservation. 

 
LU-P-28 Require that commercial development provide design features 

such as screen walls, landscaping and height, setback and 
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lighting restrictions between the boundaries of adjacent residential 
land use designations so as to reduce impacts on residences due 
to noise, traffic, parking, and differences in scale. 

 
LU-P-32 Protect existing industrial designations from incompatible land use 

intrusions. 
 
LU-P-34 Provide for the clustering of new industrial development adjacent 

to existing industrial uses and along major transportation 
corridors. 

 
LU-P-35 Encourage upgrading of visual character of heavy manufacturing 

industrial areas through the use of landscaping or screening-of 
visually unattractive buildings and storage areas. 

 
LU-P-42 Provide for the revitalization of downtown Bakersfield by the use 

of redevelopment authorities provided by California law, including 
the provision of incentives for new private development projects, 
joint private-public partnerships, and public improvements; 
accommodating the range of land uses defined for this "Center."  

 
LU-P-43 Encourage renovation and the adaptive reuse of significant 

cultural and entertainment facilities downtown. 
 
LU-P-47 Allow for the development of a low density “village-like” center in 

the Northeast as a focal point of activity which includes retail 
commercial, professional offices, moderate and high density 
residential, and filtering outwards to lower densities, according to 
the following principles: 
 
a) Attempt to focus on open space amenities; 
 
b) Cluster development to take advantage of views; 
 
c) Encourage development to preserve public views of foothill 

topography and sensitive habitats; 
 
d) Provide the opportunity for the development of residential units 

above ground floor commercial; 
 
e) Promote pedestrian activity and use of greenbelt links between 

land uses. 
 

LU-P-61 Coordinate a consistent design vocabulary between city and 
county for all public signage, including fixture type, lettering, 
colors, symbols, and logos. 

 
LU-P-63 Encourage the use of creative and distinctive signage which 

establishes a distinctive image for the Planning area and identifies 
principal entries to the metropolitan area, unique districts, 
neighborhoods and locations. 
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LU-P-67 Develop a distinctive identity for the Bakersfield region which 
differentiates it as a unique place in the Southern San Joaquin 
Valley. 

 
LU-P-68 Capitalize on the Kern River, parks, steep hills, and canals as 

organizational elements for the Bakersfield area, creating activity 
corridors around which development and recreational uses can be 
focused. 

 
LU-P-69 Allow variation in the use of street trees, shrubs, lighting, and 

other details to give streets better visual continuity and increased 
shade canopy. 

 
LU-P-70 Provide for the installation of street trees which enhance 

pedestrian activity and convey a distinctive and high quality visual 
image. 

 
LU-P-71 Encourage landscaping the banks of flood control channels, 

canals, roadways and other public improvements with trees to 
provide a strong visual element in the Planning area. 

 
LU-P-72 Promote the establishment of attractive entrances into 

communities, major districts, and transportation terminals, centers, 
and corridors within the Planning area. 

 
LU-P-74 Encourage the establishment of design programs which may 

include signage, street furniture, landscape, lighting, pavement 
treatments, public art, and architectural design. 

 
LU-P-79 Provide for an orderly outward expansion of new “urban” 

development (any commercial, industrial, and residential 
development having a density greater than one unit per acre) so 
that it maintains continuity of existing development, allows for the 
incremental expansion of infrastructure and public services, 
minimizes impacts on natural environmental resources, and 
provides a high quality environment for living and business. 

 
LU-P-84 Provide incentives to upgrade deteriorating residential, 

commercial and industrial uses when the property owner or 
resident cannot afford improvements. 

 
LU-P-85 Encourage the revitalization of deteriorated land uses and 

buildings. 
 
LU-P-88 Encourage the recycling of dilapidated and economically- 

depressed residential neighborhoods, commercial districts, and 
industrial areas, where preservation is not an achievable or 
desirable objective. 

 
LU-P-89 Encourage new uses and buildings in pedestrian sensitive areas 

to incorporate design characteristics which include: 
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a) Walls which are aesthetically treated by the use of color, 
materials, offset planes, columns, and/or other architectural 
details, to provide visual interest to pedestrians; 

 
b) Landscaping, including trees, flowering shrubs, and ground 

cover; 
 
c) Pedestrian amenities, such as benches, trash receptacles and 

signage oriented to the pedestrian; 
 
d) Design amenities related to the street level such as awnings, 

arcades, and paseos; 
 
e) Visual access to the interior of buildings; 
 
f) Uses other than parking and traffic circulation between the 

sidewalk and building. 
 
OS-P-1 Promote the establishment, maintenance and protection of the 

Planning areas open space resources, including the following: 
 

a) Conservation of natural resources (refer to Chapter II-Land 
Use, Chapter V-Conservation, and Chapter XII Kern River 
Plan Element).    

  
• Kern River corridor  
• Management of hillsides 

   
b) Managed production of resources 

 
• Agriculture (refer to Chapter V-Conservation Soils and 

Agriculture)   
• Oil production (refer to Chapter V-Conservation Mineral 

Resources) 
 

c) Outdoor recreation 
 

• Parks (refer to Chapter XI-Parks) 
• Kern River corridor (refer to Chapter II-Land Use Chapter 

V-Conservation, and Chapter XII-Kern River Plan Element) 
 

d) Public health and safety 
 

• Hazard avoidance (refer to Chapter VIII-Safety) 
 
OS-P-2 Development of ridge lines within the Planning area should 

consider natural  topographic constraints. 
 
OS-P-3 Hillside development should exhibit sensitivity and be 

complementary to the natural topography. 
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OS-P-4 Require the use of grading techniques in hillside areas that 
preserve the form of natural topography and ridge lines. 

 
OS-P-5 Development location and siting should be sensitive to its 

relationship to the Kern River. 
 
OS-P-6 Development on or adjacent to bluff areas should complement the 

natural topographic aesthetic integrity of such areas. 
 
Mitigation Measures:  No mitigation measures beyond the goals, policies and 
implementation identified in the General Plan Update are proposed. 
 
Level of Significance After Policies/Mitigation: Less Than Significant Impact. 
 
LIGHT AND GLARE 
 

 LIGHT AND GLARE RESULTING FROM NEW DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE GENERAL PLAN UPDATE COULD ADVERSELY AFFECT 
SENSITIVE RECEPTORS SUCH AS RESIDENTIAL USES AND WILDLIFE. 

 
Level of Significance Before Policies/Mitigation: Less Than Significant Impact. 
 
Impact Analysis:   During evening hours, street lights, security lighting, recreational 
lighting and lighting from multi-story structures, if not adequately focused or 
screened, may cause spill-over lighting and glare that may present a nuisance to 
residential uses or act as a deterrent to wildlife in sensitive habitat areas.  During 
daylight hours, glare from materials used in new buildings may also present a 
nuisance or a potential safety hazard by distracting motorists.  Development 
associated with the General Plan Update would convert agricultural and/or vacant 
land to urbanized uses.  The new urbanized uses would create additional sources of 
light and glare.   
 
The General Plan Update provides goals and policies that would serve to reduce the 
severity of aesthetic impacts associated with light and glare resulting from buildout of 
Metropolitan Bakersfield.  The General Plan Update also provides programs that 
serve to implement the goals and policies that address light and glare in Metropolitan 
Bakersfield.  Implementation programs include adoption of community wide 
standards for street lighting and requiring that development projects undergo 
environmental and design review on a site-specific basis to ensure that light and 
glare impacts would not substantially impact adjacent uses.  Therefore, with the 
goals and policies in the General Plan Update listed below, along with project-
specific environmental and design review by the City and/or County, impacts 
resulting from lighting and glare are considered to be at a less than significant level. 
 
Goals and Policies in the General Plan Update:  The Land Use Element contains 
the following applicable goals and policies: 
 
PSF/SL-G-1 Provide uniform and adequate public lighting for all developed and 

developing portions of the Planning area. 
 
PSF/SL-G-2 Develop uniform Planning area street light location and design 

standards. 
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PSF/SL-G-5 Provide for adequate lighting on public grounds where night use is 
encouraged. 

 
LU-P-28 Require that commercial development provide design features 

such as screen walls, landscaping and height, setback and 
lighting restrictions between the boundaries of adjacent residential 
land use designations so as to reduce impacts on residences due 
to noise, traffic, parking, and differences in scale. 

 
LU-P-29 Require that automobile and truck access to commercial 

properties sited adjacent to designated residential parcels be 
located at the maximum practical distance from the residential 
parcel. 

 
LU-P-36 Require that industrial uses provide design features, such as 

screen walls, landscaping and height, setback and lighting 
restrictions between the boundaries of adjacent residential land 
use designations so as to reduce impacts on residences due to 
light, noise, sound and vibration. 

 
PSF/SL-P-1     Achieve consistency between current city standards and county 

policies for lighting in new development. 
 
PSF/SL-P-4     Require developers to install street lighting in all new 

developments in accord with adopted city standards and county 
policies. 

 
PAR-P-46 Permit major traffic generating activities on community park sites 

only. 
 
Mitigation Measures:  No mitigation measures beyond the goals, policies and 
implementation identified in the General Plan Update are proposed. 
 
Level of Significance After Policies/Mitigation:  Less Than Significant Impact. 
 

UNAVOIDABLE SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS 
 
With implementation of goals and policies in the General Plan Update, along with 
project-specific environmental and design review by the City and/or County, 
aesthetic impacts would be less than significant.   


